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Football returns to AHS 


Josiah Bass-Collins kicks a rare high school field goal during Agawam High School 
football’s big win over Holyoke last Thursday night. It was the first game played in 
front of a full crowd since 2019. Agawam’s turf field has a full slate of games in 
soccer, field hockey, and football this fall. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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Growing tech deptartment 
addressing school needs 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Over the sum- 
mer, the Agawam Public Schools 
received several technology up- 
grades. Among them, additional 
security cameras were installed 
in a number of locations. 

Last week, the Agawam 
School Committee received an 
overall technology update to 
start the school year. 

Technology Director Stephen 
Woicik attended the meeting 
and addressed the significant 
growth of the department. 

Superintendent Shelia Hoff- 
man introduced him to the com- 
mittee members. 

“I do have to say; in the last 


year and a half our technology 
department has had to evolve 
much faster than planned and 
expected, and I think you will 
see that we are getting to a place 
where we didn’t think we would 
be a few years ago,’ Hoffman 
said. 

The technology department 
was definitely a needed asset 
during the last academic year, 
due to the online and hybrid op- 
tions for learning. 

Teachers, staff, students, and 
even parents heavily relied on 
technology and the schools’ IT 
Department stepped up to navi- 
gate the change in teaching and 
learning. 

Wojick now has a team of 15 
members with seven stipend po- 


sitions, seven full-time staff, and 
one director. 

Woicik said the four new po- 
sitions were the librarians from 
the elementary schools. He also 
said they were a tremendous 
help and he did not think theyd 
have made it through last year 
as they did, without their help. 
Woicik said the seven full time 
staff workers worked tirelessly 
during this summer, and owed 
them thanks as the department 
now serves parents as well. 

“We have so much stuff go- 
ing home with these kids,’ said 
Wojick. “We're trouble shooting 
internet access in homes, we're 
getting them onto the new SIS, 
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Courthouse 


New firefighter sworn in 


re-opened | =|) -- || 


despite 
concerns 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - The Roderick Ireland 
Courthouse in downtown Spring- 
field has re-opened. Last week, a 
Superior Court Judge in Worcester 
denied a motion to keep the court- 
house closed amid concerns that 
the environment is unsafe. 

The courthouse was closed 
down two weeks ago so mold re- 
mediation could take place. Be- 
tween a poor ventilation system 
and years of neglect, combined 
with the constant raining this 
summer has resulted in excessive- 
ly moldy conditions in the court- 
house. 

It culminated with Hampden 
County District Attorney Anthony 
Gulluni pulling his staff working at 
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Last week, Mayor William Sapelli swore in new firefighter Andrey Zhrinov. He 


was the latest recruit to join the department. 


[ia ge J 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Schools open for 
21-22 school year 


School aistrict welcomed 
into skills grant program 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - A Skill Capital 
Grant will allow the Agawam 
Public Schools to give students 
needed skills and experience for 
jobs needed in the current work- 
force. 

Superintendent Sheila Hoff- 
man told the School Committee 
last week the district would be 
part of the grant program. 

The Skills Capital Grant Pro- 
gram is under the State’s Work- 
force Skills Cabinet, criteria 
for the program includes being 
demand-driven and meeting a 
business-driven need. Also a part 
of the criteria is building con- 
nections between and among 
educational institutions, private 
sector businesses, and non-profit 


organizations to create leverag- 
ing partnerships. Responding to 
regional plans is also included, 
meaning the school responds to 
the cabinet’s regional planning 
blueprint and aligns with existing 
regional economic development, 
workforce development, and edu- 
cation plans in order to meet the 
business-driven need. 

Other criteria include in- 
creases in the number of skilled 
workers to meet business-driv- 
en needs, a focus on improving 
skills of individuals for employ- 
ment, and to support or expand 
a program that has shown proven 
results. The school should show 
evidence of the ability to sustain 
a contribution to the workforce 
pipeline after grant funds have 
expired, and should leverage oth- 
er funding by building on other 
sources of local, state, federal, and 
private funding to meet goals. 
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Bondi’s Island teams with Springfield for infrastructure project 


AGAWAM - Last week, on Bondi’s Is- 
land in Agawam, United States Environ- 
ment Protection Agency (EPA) Assistant 
Administrator Radhika Fox and Con- 
gressman Richard Neal (MA-1) joined the 
Springfield Water and Sewer Commission 
and other state and local officials to an- 
nounce the initiation of a major $500 mil- 
lion Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 
Renewal Program with support of EPA’s 
Water Infrastructure Finance and Inno- 
vation Act (WIFIA) program. The Com- 
mission recently closed on a $250 million 
low-interest loan through the highly com- 
petitive WIFIA program that will save 
ratepayers approximately $60 million in 
borrowing costs over 30 years. 

“EPA is proud to partner on this proj- 
ect that will support a cleaner, safer, and 
greener Springfield while creating more 
than 1,700 jobs. With EPA’s WIFIA funding, 
these benefits will be realized years sooner 
than otherwise possible.’ said EPA Assis- 
tant Administrator for Water Radhika Fox. 
“These wins for water quality, air quality, 
public health, and the local economy il- 
lustrate how the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Deal will accelerate needed upgrades to 
revitalize communities across the coun- 
try.’ 

The Commission was selected among 
a competitive national pool of applicants 
for the $250 million WIFIA loan, which 
is the fifth largest awarded nationally in 
2021, and the first ever WIFIA loan award- 
ed in the state of Massachusetts. WIFIA 
financing will support and accelerate the 
construction of more than 30 projects in 
the Commission’s capital improvement 
program (CIP) that will improve drinking 
water quality, water and sewer service 
reliability, system modernization, and en- 
vironmental protection for 250,000 res- 
idents across the Lower Pioneer Valley. 
Significant portions of the Commission's 
systems have been in continuous service 
since their original construction, some 
over a century ago. The Commission is 
matching the WIFIA funding with more 
than $200 million in state-administered fi- 
nancing from the Massachusetts Drinking 
Water and Clean Water State Revolving 
Funds (SRF). 

Cornerstone projects of the Commis- 
sion’s Water and Wastewater Infrastruc- 
ture Renewal Program include: 

. New Treatment Facility at West 
Parish Filters Water Treatment Plant ($168 
million): Construction of new treatment 
process and other plant upgrades to per- 
manently resolve disinfection byproduct 
issues and improve drinking water quality. 
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Bondi’s Island has announced a $500 million infrastructure renewal project. 
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The program will help create new pump stations and treatment plants. 


More information: West Parish Filters Fa- 
cilities Plan. 

¢ York Street Pump Station and Con- 
necticut River Crossing Project, the site 
of today’s announcement ($137 million): 
Replacement of a 1930s-era pump station 
and construction of three new wastewater 
conveyance pipes across the Connecticut 
River. More information: York Street Pump 
Station and Connecticut River Crossing 
Project. 

« Biological Nutrient Removal Up- 
grades at the Springfield Regional Waste- 
water Treatment Facility ($63.2 million): 
Upgrade of wastewater treatment plant's 
1970s-era aeration system, electrical sys- 
tem, and solids removal equipment to im- 


prove energy efficiency, safety conditions, 
and regulatory compliance. 

- Drinking Water Distribution and Sew- 
er Pipe Upgrades in the City of Springfield 
($31 million): Rehabilitation and/or re- 
placement of drinking water and sewer 
pipe prioritized based on age and poten- 
tial for failure. 

In addition to Administrator Fox, Mass- 
DEP Commissioner Martin Suuberg and 
EPA Region 1 Acting Administrator Deb- 
orah Szaro and several other officials also 
provided comments at the event. 

“An investment in infrastructure is 
an investment in our future and today’s 
announcement reinforces that,’ said 
Congressman Neal. “I am proud that the 


Springfield region is the first in the state 
to benefit from the highly competitive 
federal Water Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act, receiving one of the larg- 
est awards from the EPA in the nation. 
This unprecedented investment will help 
build back our region’s drinking water and 
wastewater systems to be more sustain- 
able and resilient in the face of climate 
change, protect public health and our en- 
vironment from the risk of infrastructure 
failure, and maintain the long-term afford- 
ability of these critical services.’ 

Springfield Water and Sewer Com- 
mission Chairwoman Vanessa Otero re- 
marked, I am proud of the strategic project 
and financial planning the Commission 
has undertaken to secure these competi- 
tive financing opportunities. We are now 
able to advance more than 20 years of cap- 
ital improvement projects in as little as six 
years and save customers in Springfield, 
Ludlow, and surrounding communities 
approximately $60 million in borrowing 
costs, while stabilizing rates in the future. 

“We are facing an unprecedented and 
unavoidable need for reinvestment in our 
century-old drinking water and wastewa- 
ter systems,’ 

Commission Executive Director Josh 
Schimmel said. “We view the WIFIA pro- 
gram as an innovative means to renew and 
adapt our utility to 21st century challenges 
in an affordable and sustainable manner. 
The unique and flexible terms of the WI- 
FIA program offer a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to modernize all of our water 
infrastructure on an accelerated basis in 
order to reduce risks presented by 21st 
century challenges such as climate change 
and regulatory compliance” 

Mayor Domenic J. Sarno states, “I want 
to commend Springfield Water and Sew- 
er Commission Executive Director Josh 
Schimmel and his team for their contin- 
ued efforts in identifying and securing 
this much needed investment. This $250 
million EPA Water Infrastructure Finance 
and Innovation Act Loan will support the 
Commission’s $500 million investment to 
improve vital and essential infrastructure 
for our residents and business community. 
I want to also thank Congressman Richard 
Neal and the EPA for their continued advo- 
cacy and initiatives in support of our local 
infrastructure projects. My Administra- 
tion will continue to work with all of our 
local, state and federal partners to assure 
that our local infrastructure projects re- 
ceive the investment and funding needed 
to maintain their reliability for our popu- 
lation well into the future.” 


NAMI holding 
peer-to-peer class 


AGAWAM - The National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI-WM) of Western 
Massachusetts would like to announce 
upcoming Online NAMI Peer-to-Peer 
class. 


What is Peer-to-Peer? 

NAMI Peer-to-Peer is a free 8-week re- 
covery-focused educational program for 
adults who wish to establish and main- 
tain their wellness. Great value is placed 
on the individual experiences of each per- 
son in the class, participants are empow- 
ered and invited to share their own stories 
and the coping tools that have worked for 
them. 

Priority will be given to the residents 
of Berkshire, Franklin, Hampshire and 
Hampden counties. 

Online Classes will begin on Tuesday, 
Sept. 28 from 6:30 to 9 p.m. and continue 
for eight weeks ending Tuesday, Nov. 16. 


Fright Fest begins this weekend 


AGAWAM - Six Flags New England, the 
Scare Capital of New England, leaves no 
tombstone unturned to deliver the most 
terrifying Halloween event on the planet... 
Fright Fest. After a one-year hiatus, 2021's 
Fright Fest will be bigger, better, and scar- 


added Carmichael. 

In addition to hordes of roaming 
scare-actors. Fright Fest also features more 
than with 20 gut-wrenching attractions 
including Nightmares, Terror Tales, After- 
math ZOMBIE’S REVENGE, Slasher Circus 


ier than ever before. Fright 


3D, Midnight Mansion and 


Fest opens to the public on “ many more. Park goers 
Friday, Sept. 24 and runs N 0 One does can experience even more 
weekends and select days » fright with bone-chilling 
through Sunday, Oct. 31. Halloween better... entertainment including 

“No one does Halloween - Six Flags New England Park Midnight Uprising, ‘The 


better than the Scare Capi- 
tal of New England. Our an- 
nual, signature event prom- 
ises to deliver more frights and ghoulish 
sites than ever before,’ said Six Flags New 
England Park President Pete Carmichael. 
“Our entertainment team has been 
working hard conjuring up a lineup of 
scares that will delight Halloween en- 
thusiasts of all ages with exception- 
al shows, terrifying haunt zones and 
spooktacular roaming entertainment, 


President Pete Carmichael 


Awakening, Mort’s Used 
Coffins and more. 

Fright Fest, presented 
by SNICKERS’ offers something for every- 
one with Thrills by Day and Fright by Night. 
Kids of all ages can enjoy Thrills by Day 
with the park’s Trick-or-Treat trail, Hallow- 
een-themed shows, and world class rides 
and attractions throughout the day. How- 
ever, be warned, after 6 p.m. Fright Fest is 
not recommended for children 12 and un- 
der. Prepared to be scared...if you dare... 


Scams seminar 
aims to educate 


AGAWAM - Avoid becoming a statis- 
tic. Hear the facts of online scams and 
identity theft and how they target the 
elderly. Most older Americans are not 
aware of how online predators seek their 
trust, and go after their personal and/or 
financial information. This presentation 
will leave them feeling empowered, and 
knowing when and how to step into im- 
mediate action 

Milagros Johnson and Camille Chris- 
tian have over 23 combined years work- 
ing for the (Springfield) Mayor's Office 
of Consumer Information, a Local Con- 
sumer Program funded by and working 
in cooperation with the Massachusetts 
Attorney General's Office, and serving 
Hampden County and parts of Worces- 
ter County. It will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 30 at 10 a.m. in the Seminar Room 
at the Agawam Senior Center. To regis- 
ter, call Kristina at (413) 726-2836 


Eucharistic Adoration at St. John’s 


AGAWAM - All are welcome and in- 
vited to join us at St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 833 Main Street, for Eucharistic 
Adoration, Wednesdays, 12 noon to 5:45 


p.m. with Holy Mass at 6:00 p.m. Come 
and spend some time in quiet prayer with 
our Lord Jesus Christ, present in the Eu- 
charist. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department re- 
sponded to 1,114 calls for service from 
Sept. 13 to Sept. 19 and recorded the fol- 
lowing arrests. No arrests in the public log 
have been omitted. All suspects are inno- 
cent until proven guilty. 


Tuesday, Sept. 14 
Bruce A. Chelkonas, 31, of 33 High St., 
was arrested at 5:27 p.m. for possession of 
Class A and B drugs, possession with intent 
to distribute a Class A drug, and a straight 
warrant. 
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Live performance to take place in ‘Applause Series’ 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Cultural 
Council celebrates the return of live per- 
formance as the eighteenth season of its 
popular Applause Series continues on Fri- 
day, Oct. 1 Handler & Levesque will pres- 
ent Acoustic Blend, music for guitars and 
mandolin at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main Street, Agawam, Massa- 
chusetts. Doors open at 6:15 p.m., and ad- 
mittance will be through the lower-level 
entrance only. 

The guitar crosses all musical bound- 
aries and so do Judy Handler and Mark 
Levesque on this program. You'll hear 
their own unique arrangements of swing, 
1960s-70s pop, Celtic, and music from 
Spain, Latin America, Europe and Eastern 
Europe. The audience will be treated to a 
delightful evening of extraordinary sound, 
amusing anecdotes and the joyful spirit of 
their music. 

Handler & Levesque have performed 
over 2,000 concerts together over the past 
25 years throughout the United States & Eu- 
rope. Their enchanting CDs have received 
critical acclaim and have been sold in doz- 
ens of countries throughout the world. Judy 
Handler and Mark Levesque are founding 
members of the New American Mandolin 
Ensemble. 


Production sponsor of Handler & 
Levesque: Acoustic Blend is V&F Auto. The 
Agawam Cultural Council would also like to 
thank bankESB, Elaine Carlson, OMG, Inc., 
the Southwick Cultural Council, Anthony 
Suffriti, and Westfield Bank for their gen- 
erous support as Applause Series season 
sponsors. 

“The CDC recommends those not ful- 
ly vaccinated and aged two or older wear 
a mask in indoor public places, and fully 
vaccinated people wear a mask in public 
indoor settings if they are in an area of sub- 
stantial or high transmission.” For the safety 
of performers and all audience members, 
the Agawam Cultural Council recommends 
that masks be worn during all Applause Se- 
ries performances.’ 

For more information on the activities 
and virtual offerings of the Agawam Cul- 
tural Council, please visit their web site, 
www.agawamcc.org. The Agawam Cultural 
Council is an all-volunteer local partner of 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency, and is funded, in part, by the MCC. 
The ACC is charged with bringing engaging, 
entertaining, and educational events and 
opportunities in the arts, humanities, and 
sciences, to children and adults from Aga- 
wam and the surrounding communities. 


Live performance returns to the Agawam Cultural Council’s Applause Series stage as its eighteenth season 
continues on Friday, Oct. 1 with the 7 p.m. presentation of Handler & Levesque: Acoustic Blend at the Aga- 


wam Senior Center, 954 Main Street, Agawam. 
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Velis supports recycling bill, remembers Coughlin 


BOSTON - On Tuesday, Sept. 14, Sen- 
ator John Velis (D-Westfield) submitted 
testimony to the Joint Committee on Tele- 
communications, Utilities, and Energy, in 
support of H3332/H3345/S2159, An Act 
relative to the proper disposal of minia- 
tures. The legislation would encourage 
and incentivize residents to dispose of 
miniature “nip” bottles properly by plac- 
ing a five deposit on them. In his testimo- 
ny, Senator Velis highlighted the work of 
Agawam resident Jack Coughlin on this 
issue, who tragically passed away last 
April after years of community service 
and environmental advocacy. 

“Jack had endless energy and spent 
most of his retired years walking through 
Agawam and the surrounding commu- 


nities, picking up these “nip” bottles and 
ensuring they were disposed of properly, 
stated Senator Velis in his letter to the 
Committee. “While he was known to or- 
ganize community clean ups and recruit 
volunteers, more often than not Jack 
would simply go out on his own and col- 
lect as many “nips” as he could himself, 
often walking up to ten miles a day. Jack 
didn’t just believe that a single person 
could make a difference, he proved it.” 
Mr. Coughlin was a resident of Aga- 
wam who was known far and wide for 
his commitment to community service 
and dedication to cleaning up local green 
spaces. He volunteered on local projects 
throughout Agawam and beyond and 
was a member of numerous communi- 


ty organizations. One day last January, 
while picking up roadside trash along- 
side Mill Street in Agawam, Mr. Coughlin 
was struck by a passing car. He suffered 
multiple fractures and was left paralyzed. 
On April 17th, at the age of 78, he died at 
the Berkshire Medical Center in Western 
Massachusetts after being hospitalized 
for three months. 

Senator Velis noted that Mr. Cough- 
lin was a staunch advocate for including 
miniature bottles in amending Massachu- 
setts bottle deposit laws. He regularly par- 
ticipated in meetings with local groups 
and municipal boards, and came to the 
State House multiple times to testify in 
support of this legislation. 

“This legislation is a good idea for so 


many reasons. It promotes recycling, re- 
duces trash throughout our streets and 
roadways, and helps protect our envi- 
ronment and precious natural resourc- 
es,’ stated Senator Velis. “Jack Coughlin 
understood the pressing environmental 
issues we face and he understood that all 
of us can play a role in keeping our com- 
munities clean. For him, that meant going 
out each and every day to physically pick 
up the trash that others had left behind. 
For us as lawmakers, that means getting 
important legislation like this written 
into law.” 

Now that the public hearing for the 
legislation has been held the Committee 
will consider testimony and deliberate 
before deciding the outcome of the bill. 


St. John’s Church to celebrate 75th anniversary 


AGAWAM - On Sunday, Sept. 26, St. 
John the Evangelist Church will celebrate 
75 years on Main Street; beginning with 
Bishop William Byrne celebrating the 10:30 
a.m. Mass. A dedication of the “In the Be- 
ginning” Preschool space and a Church 
picnic will follow. 

Bishop Thomas Mary O'Leary, a priest 
of Manchester, New Hampshire, appointed 
and installed as Bishop of Springfield 100 
years ago this year, would offer the ritual 
Mass for the dedication of the altar and 
church in his 25th year of episcopal minis- 
try on Sept. 29, 1946. That day, a Sunday, 
was the Solemnity of the Archangel Mi- 
chael (today joined by Gabriel and Raphael 
as well), who happens to be the patron of 
our diocese here in Western Massachu- 
setts. 

“On September 26 we will have the 
chance to gather for a proud day and mem- 
orable encounter,’ says Father Michael 
Pierz, Pastor of St. John the Evangelist 
Church. We celebrate the dedication of our 
parish church and the 75 years that the life 
and truth of Jesus Christ has been faithfully 
and daily preached here on Main Street.’ 

“St John’s has a rich history here in Aga- 
wam that goes back to before the church 
on Main Street was built,’ says Jane Seaver, 
Chair of the St. John’s Family and Human 
Life Commission. “Faithful parishioners 
worked very hard to bring this church into 
existence and over the years have expand- 


ed the church, erected a Parish Center, and 
purchased land for an athletic field. This 
past year, we expanded our ministry to in- 
clude a preschool, ‘In the Beginning’ Pre- 
school, to serve all Agawam families and 
surrounding communities. Our parishio- 
ners made all of these things possible and 
hope that our day of celebration will be a 
day that we can all remember” 

Tickets can be purchased at the parish 
office of St. John the Evangelist Church, 833 
Main Street, Agawam. Before Sept. 20, tick- 
ets are $15 per person, or $50 for a family 
of two adults and children. Children ages 
10 and under are free. After Sept. 19, tickets 
will be $20 per person. 

More About the 75th Celebration of St. 
John the Evangelist Church 

On Sept. 26, the nearest Sunday to the 
ritual Mass of Dedication held 75 years ago, 
St. John the Evangelist Church will have the 
honor of hosting Bishop William Byrne, our 
current Bishop of Springfield, as principal 
celebrant at the 10:30 a.m. Mass. As the 
men, women, and children of Agawam to- 
day, we will join together as the contempo- 
rary witnesses to Jesus Christ, inheritors of 
His divine message, and descendants of our 
parents, grandparents, and great-grand- 
parents who established this Main Street 
community. Following Mass the celebra- 
tion will continue with a parish picnic 
and further rejoicing. Agawam residents 
are invited to join Father Michael Pierz in 


praying for a beautiful day and preparing 
to remember the joys of faith and practice 
during the past 75 years. 

For more information about St. John the 
Evangelist Church, visit www.StJohnAga- 


We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 

and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East 
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield, 
Wilbraham and Southwick. 


BENEFITS 


Health Insurance 

Paid Personal and Sick Time 
State Retirement 

Medical flexible spending account 
for health care & dependent care 


REQUIREMENTS 


e Minimum 21 years of age 

e Valid driver's license for at 
least 3 years 

e Must be able to obtain a MA 
CDL Permit with Passenger 


wam.com, and subscribe to the YouTube 
channel (search St. John the Evangelist 
Church Agawam) for fun videos, informa- 
tional videos, as well as daily and weekend 
livestream Masses. 


r ee 


Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers 


TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 
START 
IMMEDIATELY 


and School Bus Endorsements 


*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week, mornings and afternoons 
each school day 


e Must be able to pass a background 
check, drug test and DOT physical 


Read or subscribe online: 


www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 


Apply online at LPVEC.ORG 
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 
384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM 


LPVEC 


Page4 I 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


I September 23, 2021 


Opinion 


Guest Column 


SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Will retiring early affect 
my Social Security? 


By Russell Gloor 


ear Rusty: I stopped working at 
D age 55, well before my full re- 
tirement age of 66 years and 10 
months. I had over 35 years working pri- 
or to retiring from work. I don't intend to 
start collecting Social Security until my 
full retirement age. Will I be penalized for 
all those years between when I stopped 
working and my full retirement age? 
Signed: Planning Ahead 


Dear Planning Ahead: 

Will you be “penalized?” No, be- 
cause whenever you claim your Social 
Security benefit, it will be based upon 
the highest-earning 35 years over your 
entire lifetime, with the early years ad- 
justed for inflation. Would your benefit 
be higher if you had continued to work 
and have high earnings longer? Proba- 
bly, because earnings in the latter part 
of one’s career are usually considerably 
higher than those in the early years. But 
everyone's situation is different. 

Higher earnings today don’t neces- 
sarily replace those in earlier years be- 
cause of the inflation adjustment. For 
example, someone with $50,000 in 1990 
earnings would need to earn more than 
about $115,000 in today’s dollars to re- 
place the earlier year. And keep in mind 
that your benefit computation uses only 
the dollars that you paid Social Security 
taxes on. So, someone earning $500,000 
this year would, for benefit computation 
purposes, only get credit for $142,800 in 
earnings because the latter amount is 
what Social Security FICA (or Self Em- 
ployment) taxes were paid on. 

It is from your highest-earning 35 
year history that your Average Indexed 
Monthly Earnings or “AIME” is deter- 
mined, followed by yet another formula 
to convert your AIME to your “prima- 
ry insurance amount” or “PIA? Your 
PIA is what you are entitled to in the 
month you attain your full retirement 
age (FRA). If you claim before your full 
retirement age youll get less than your 
PIA, and if you claim after your FRA, 
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Calabrese declares candidacy for council 


Dear Editor: 

Today, I announce my campaign for re-election 
to the Agawam City Council. When I first ran for 
City Council my only promise that I made to the 
people of Agawam was that I would listen to you. 
Not only have I kept that promise, but I have been 
an effective member of the municipal team that 
has responded to your concerns. I supported im- 
proved streets and sidewalks, modernization of 
major intersections, supported our first responders 
to make sure that police, firefighters, ambulance, 
and DPW remain appropriately equipped and 
staffed. I also supported the appropriate funding 
of our schools through the annual budget process. 

It has been my honor to serve as Council Vice 
President for several terms. As part of the mu- 
nicipal leadership team, I have always advocated 
for the services required to provide our citizens in 
Agawam with a safe, healthy community. That will 
not change. 


Guest Column 


During the height of the COVID pandemic in 
2020, as President of the Massachusetts Municipal 
Association, I was on both state and national teams 
of government officials that brought the people of 
Agawam, and the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, measures to help safely navigate the tumult 
of the global pandemic. 

Looking forward, there is much work that needs 
to be done as we emerge from the life-altering im- 
pact of COVID. Reasonable practices that promote 
public health need to be incorporated in such a 
way that the community remains safe. My work 
experience in health care, along with my years of 
experience in municipal government makes me 
uniquely qualified to work on methods of promot- 
ing the general welfare. 

Strong local government is democracy in ac- 
tion. Please vote to return me to the job that I love, 
Agawam City Council. 

Cecilia P. Calabrese 


The Garden Lady takes on all types of flower questions 


ate, who is a new gardener, rhizome and position a mound of soil 
: IN THE 3 : 3 

wanted a replay of a previous G ARDE N in the hole for it to sit on so that the 

rticle that Id written on re- fibrous roots can hang down. The top 


juvenating the iris patch. “I believe it 
was in your column a few months ago 
that I read about iris that are not flow- 
ering as much as previously, and your 
suggestion to thin them out, and how 
to do it. I cut it out but misplaced it. If 


DSW OSE 


of the rhizome should be level with 
the soil surface and exposed, not 
buried. This goes for bark mulch as 
well- keep it clear or blooms may be 
sacrificed- something you don't want 
after going through all of this work to 


this was your article, could you please ROBERTA increase your flowers! 
send me a copy? I'm a new gardener, MCQUAID Another question came regarding 
having lived in a condo in the city for PUBLICATIONS a flowering plant. This time, it’s about 


45 years, so need all the help I can get!” 

I would be happy to help! Iris division is best 
completed by late August, but if there is no time 
like the present, be sure to mulch your new divi- 
sions well once the ground freezes. A loose winter 
mulch such as pine bows or salt marsh hay will 
help to regulate temperatures, hopefully anchor- 
ing your transplants during freeze/thaw cycles. 

An overgrown patch of bearded iris looks like 
amaze of thick roots. Fear not, the rhizomes may 
be thick, but are shallow rooted and come out of 
the ground with relative ease. Simply begin to dig 
at the outer edge of the clump and lift as you go. 
Once the entire clump is removed, rhizomes can 
be pried apart by hand. The healthiest “fans” of fo- 
liage are those the furthest from the center. Leave 
about two to four inches of rhizome attached to 
each fan for replanting. 

If your soil is lean, compost can be added as 
can a sprinkling of lime; irises prefer a soil near 
neutral. Dig a shallow hole wide enough to fit the 


one of my favorite biennials. Here is 
what Stuart asked: “We bought one Foxglove this 
year - in a two-inch by two-inch container. It’s 
now 12-inch by 12-inch and looking healthy. Full 
sun. It hasn't flowered yet, do you think it will this 
season?” 

Hi Stuart! I doubt that your plant will flower 
now. I am guessing that it was a first-year plant, 
and seeing that many foxgloves are biennial, 
flowers will come in year two. I know you are anx- 
ious for your plant to bloom. It certainly is hard 
to wait, but congratulate yourself on how much 
girth your plant has gained! It certainly must be 
happy, and because of that will likely reward you 
with many gorgeous spikes of tubular flowers 
come June of 2022. Foxgloves do like it rich, re- 
member to provide a boost of fertilizer during the 
spring. Compost tea would be perfect. 

The following question came from my friend 
and coworker Dawn: “What does your amaryllis 
look like right now?” There is a story behind this 


and regular readers may remember how I had re- 
ceived an amaryllis bulb encased in some kind of 
wax. All you were supposed to do is put the waxed 
bulb on the shelf and wait for it to bloom, no wa- 
ter, no soil required. 

Dawn received a bulb too, and both of us “lib- 
erated” the bulb after it bloomed, gently peeling 
away the wax and placing it in soil where it has 
done pretty well despite its meager start. Mine 
is still growing strong, but in another couple of 
weeks its foliage will begin to yellow and the bulb 
will enter dormancy. I won't water it at all during 
this time, but after a couple of months I will repot 
and resume watering. With good fortune, blooms 
should appear in six to eight weeks. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to eken- 
nedy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 
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WRWA plans next riverside cleanups 


WESTFIELD - Volunteers along the 
Westfield River and its streams will join 
cleanup crews across four states on Sat- 
urday, Sept. 25 according to Mark Damon, 
coordinator for the Westfield River Wa- 
tershed Association (WRWA). “Our vol- 
unteers, like other Source to Sea groups, 
take a Saturday morning and use it to 
make a significant difference to our envi- 
ronment. Over the years, we have hauled 
hundreds of TONS of trash and debris 
from our river. In the nearly 70 years that 
the Westfield River Watershed Associa- 
tion has been around, our river has gone 
from extremely polluted to swimmable. 
It’s all thanks to our community volun- 
teers. Our river is an amazing resource 
that is accessible to thousands of folks 
in the area for fishing, picnicking, walk- 
ing, paddling and even swimming. We're 
glad to carry on the tradition of keeping 
it clean and inviting” 

The groups this year will follow all 
COVID-19 recommendations according 
to Sheryl Becker, the other WRWA clean- 
up coordinator. “We request that all folks 
who plan to participate pre-register by 
contacting me or Mark. Volunteers must 
wear masks while at the registration 
area. We'll have small groups working at 
different sites along the river.” She also 
notes, “Due to the traffic from Big E, the 
Agawam clean-up at Pynchon Point is 
scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 9.” 

The WRWA is part of the Connecticut 
River Conservancy which sponsors the 
annual Source to Sea Cleanup, a volun- 
teer network taking care of the Connecti- 
cut River and its tributaries. Damon 
sports a bright orange tee shirt with the 
CRC logo which proudly proclaims: Hard 
Work. Real Fun. True Impact. “It’s a 
great cause—keeping our environment 
clean—and everyone is welcome,’ adds 
Damon. “Mostly we just clean up along 
the banks of our rivers and streams. We 


The Westfield River Watershed Association continues to lead cleanup efforts in Westfield and Agawam. 


find all kinds of garbage from old tires 
to plastic bottles and snack wrappers. 
The Westfield River always looks so good 
when we are done.” 

Brian Conz, the WRWA president, of- 
fers his thanks for the groups that partic- 
ipate. “Besides individuals, we get groups 
from businesses and organizations, and 
students from the local schools and col- 
leges. Last spring, we had great help from 
a new-to-us group, Make MA Fishing 
Spots Great Again. We welcome them to 
return as well as any other group whod 
like to join us! We've been doing this 
clean-up for about 30 years now.’ Da- 
mon, who like Conz, teaches at Westfield 
State University invites his students to 
join in. “The kids from the high schools 
and colleges are especially helpful in pro- 
viding the muscle that we need to move 
some of the bigger items we find.” 

WRWA strongly encourages people 
joining them for the morning on Satur- 
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day, Sept. 25 (Westfield) or Saturday, Oct. 
9 (Agawam) to preregister by contacting 
the coordinator for their area. Volunteers 
for the Fall 2021 Westfield River cleanup 
will gather at one of two locations by 9 
a.m., meeting in Westfield in the public 


parking lot at the end of Meadow Street 
near the green bridge or in Agawam at 
the Pynchon Point parking lot near the 
South End bridge circle on River Road. 
WRWA will distribute gloves and trash 
bags and offer safety tips, then send off 
site teams. Organizers target watershed 
sites in Westfield, Russell, Huntington, 
West Springfield and Agawam. Assign- 
ments are generally completed about 
noon. 

Everyone is welcome; children must 
be supervised by an adult. WRWA will 
arrange with local communities for pick- 
up of trash and debris recovered at each 
site. For questions, contact Mark Damon 
regarding Westfield locations at 413-977- 
1577, markjdamon@gmail.com or Sheryl 
Becker for Agawam area sites at 413-374- 
1921, sherlearth69@gmail.com. 

The Westfield River Watershed Asso- 
ciation was established in 1953 to pro- 
tect and improve the natural resources 
of the watershed, as well as to expand 
recreational and other land use oppor- 
tunities for people’s enjoyment and for 
sound ecology. To learn more, visit www. 
westfieldriver.org and www.ctriver.org/ 
our-work/source-to-sea-cleanup. 


SPRINGFIELD - The Foundation for 
TJO Animals invites you to our Pawzaar 
Craft Fair. We are so excited to present 
this OUTDOOR event, held in the park- 
ing lot of the Thomas J. O'Connor Animal 
Control & Adoption Center on Saturday, 
Sept. 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will 
be vendors, amazing raffle baskets, rock- 
in’ music from Visual Sound Productions, 
delicious food from Holyoke Hummus 
Company food truck, and of course, our 
wonderful TJO community. Lots of great 


TJO holding craft fair fundraiser 


items to start that holiday shopping ear- 
ly! Candles, wreaths, jewelry, dog treats, 
dog bandanas, coastal decor, pet themed 
goodies, holiday items, all handmade by 
amazing crafters! Come on by, have a 
great time while supporting TJO. If you 
are a vendor interested in joining us, 
please email the Foundation at info@ 
tjofoundation.org for an application. All 
proceeds from the event will go directly 
to the medical care and treatment of the 
local animals in need at TJO. 
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Harvest Beer Tasting to benefit Leonard House 


AGAWAM - McCarthy’s Liquors of 
Agawam will sponsor the return of the 
Captain Charles Leonard House’s Annual 
Harvest Craft Beer & Wine Tasting at 663 
Main Street, Agawam on Friday evening, 
Oct. 8, from 6 to 9 p.m. John and Manon 
McCarthy, owners/operators of McCar- 
thy’s Liquors in Agawam and Johnny Mac 
Liquors in Springfield, longtime support- 
ers of the Captain Charles Leonard House, 
will again donate proceeds from ticket 
sales to the nonprofit organization that 
has operated the historic structure as 
Agawam’s Community House since 1939. 

A variety of wines and craft beers will 
be offered at the event, including new and 
popular offerings. A range of price points 
will be represented, and beer and wine 
distributor’s representatives will be on 
hand to present the selections and answer 
questions. Hot and cold hors d'oeuvres 
prepared by Joey’s Deli & Market of Feed- 
ing Hills, are included in the ticket price. 
A selection of door prizes will be raffled 


T.J. 
BARK MULCI 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine ¢ Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar 
Playground ¢ Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


| 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MAI 


the night of the tasting. Trustees of the 
Captain Leonard House will also be on 
hand to provide tours of the house, which 
is available to rent for business and social 
functions. 

Tickets to the event are $40 per person 
and are available at McCarthy’s Liquors, 
430 Main Street, Agawam and Johnny Mac 
Liquors, 1949 Wilbraham Road, Spring- 
field, or by calling the Captain Charles 
Leonard House at 413-786-9421. You must 
be at least 21 years old to attend this 
event. 

A comprehensive conditions assess- 
ment report and preservation plan is 
currently being created for The Captain 
Charles Leonard House, and was fund- 
ed through a grant from the Community 
Preservation Act Committee. Proceeds 
from fundraising events at the Captain 
Leonard House aid in the operation and 
preservation of the 216-year-old structure. 

The Captain Charles Leonard House 
was built in 1805 as a stage tavern on the 


Red, Black & Brown 


Find us on: 


Seasoned Firewood _£ facebook. 


Hartford/Boston route. It has served as 
Agawam’s Community House since 1939, 
when Mrs. Minerva Davis restored the 
property and created the non-profit or- 
ganization that operates the house. The 
house was placed on the National Regis- 
ter of Historic Places in 1975, and occu- 
pies a prominent location in the Agawam 
Center National Register Historic District. 
The Captain Leonard House is considered 
to be Agawam’s finest Federal-era home. 
The House is available to rent for business 
functions and social events. For more in- 
formation, please call 413 786 9421 or visit 
www.captainleonardhouse.com. 

McCarthy's Liquors, 430 Main Street, 
Agawam offers one of the largest selec- 
tions of craft, domestic, and imported 
beers in the local area, with a variety of 
local brews and new products arriving 
weekly. McCarthy's Liquors also carries 
the latest trends in liquors, brandies, and 
cordials, along with domestic and import- 
ed wines of all varieties. 
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Aniello Peluso blocks for the Brownies. 


The Agawam offensive line goes to work on a play. 


AHS’ three 
phases 
prevail 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - New England 
Patriots coach Bill Belichick has 
always said it best that his team 
needs to play well in “all three 
phases of the game.’ Last Thurs- 
day night, Agawam’s offense, de- 
fense, and special teams had a 
phenomenal night as the Brown- 
ies prevailed against a much larg- 
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PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Running back Jermaine Norfleet tries to get a bit more yardage on a run. 


sends a pass away. 


Brownies 
take down 
Tigers 


SOUTH HADLEY - ‘The 
Agawam High School girls soc- 
cer team remained undefeated 
with a win over South Hadley 
2-0 last Wednesday. Emily De- 
George and Julianna Warner 
scored for the Brownies while 
Clara Laudato made eight 
saves in getting the shutout. 


Emily DeGeorge passes the ball. 


Isabel Lalancette makes her way up the 
defensive end. 


Kailey Butler approaches midfield with 
possession. 
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Blown tire paves way 
for Joe Doiron win 


EPPING, N.H. -- While series 
points leader Gabe Brown blew 
a tire in the lead in the final laps, 
Joey Doiron was the next man 
up, scoring the Granite State Pro 
Stock Series win at the Star Clas- 
sic at Star Speedway on Friday, 
September 17. Doiron bested Bry- 
an Kruczek in a final restart dash 
to the finish to take the No. 73 to 
Victory Lane in front of a strong 
crowd to open the 56th annu- 
al Classic festivities at the New 
Hampshire oval. 

The story of the night was 


Joe Doiron captured the win at Star 


Speedway last weekend. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Gabe Brown. 

After winning the third qual- 
ifying heat race, Brown rolled to 
the lead on lap 33 of the 100-lap 
race, passing Kruczek for the top 
spot. From there, he dominated 
-- pulling away to a lead of over 
three seconds as the field crossed 
the line with four laps to go. 
However, the next time the field 
crossed the line, Brown was not 
the leader -- instead pouring out 
a shower of sparks from under his 
No. 50 with a right-front tire flat. 
After a dominating performance, 
Brown was left frustrated, head- 
ing into the pits to repair, and 
coming back out to finish in sev- 
enth at the end of the race. 

After Brown fell out of conten- 
tion, it was Doiron who charged 
to the front and took down the 
big victory. The final laps were 
marred with cautions -- with a 
scary wreck in turn four collect- 
ing Jacob Dore and others, and a 
late wreck in turn one collecting 
Ryan Kuhn, and others. In the 
end, Doiron wasn't going to be 
denied, taking his car to Victory 
Lane in just the second outing for 
the new ride. 

“We really should have been 
second tonight, Gabe Brown had 
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Hager finishes 66th in large field 


WESTFIELD - Westfield State's men’s 
cross country team placed 19th at the UMa- 
ss-Dartmouth Invitational cross country 
meet in Dartmouth, Mass., on Saturday 
morning. 

First-Year Will Buckley (Plymouth, Mass.) 
topped the Owls scoring group in 60th place 
in 26:17 on the five-mile course. Brandon 
Hager (Agawam, Mass./Whitman-Hanson 
HS) placed 66th among the 256-runner field. 

Westfield was 19th among 32 scoring 


teams. Division I UMass Lowell won the 
meet with 44 points, followed by Trinity 
(107), WPI (108) and Division I Franklin 
Pierce (137). Westfield finished with 533 
points. 

Suffolk's Matyas Csiki-Fejer won the 
men’s race in 23:36. 

In the JV race, senior Alec Krohto (Mer- 
rimac, Mass./Pentucket) placed 60th overall 
in 29:28 to lead the Owls. The Westfield men 
placed 11th among 13 scoring teams. 


Golfers wanted for Dana-Farber 
“Funding for a Cure” benefit 


AGAWAM - Registration and signup 
is currently open and underway for the 
Fourth Annual “Funding for a Cure” Golf 
Tournament to benefit the Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute. In the first three years we 
have raised over $5,200 for cancer research. 
The four-person scramble event will take 
place at The Ranch Golf Club in Southwick, 
Massachusetts on Monday, Oct. 4 (day af- 


ter SNF Bucs @ Patriots). The event will be 
an 11 a.m. shotgun. There will be prizes 
up for grabs (Closest to Pin/Long Drive) 
along with a putting contest. Entry fee cov- 
ers golf, breakfast and dinner. Please visit 
http://acfundforacuregolf.website2.me/ 
SignUp to sign up. Otherwise contact acan- 
thonycosta@gmail.com for more informa- 
tion. We hope you can join us. 


Bay State Games launches 
leaders scholarship drive 


REGION - The Bay State Games is 
pleased to announce that applications 
are now being accepted for the 2021 
Future Leaders Scholarship Program. 
This marks the thirty-third year of this 
valuable scholarship program that 
recognizes the leaders of tomorrow 
who excel in academics, community 
service, and athletics. The scholarship 
program is available to any Massachu- 
setts high school student in the class of 
2022. Due to the cancellation of some 
sports in the 2021 Summer Games, 
participation in the Bay State Games is 
not required but is recommended. Six 
$1,000 scholarships will be awarded to 
the top applicants. 

“The Future Leaders Scholarship 
Program was established in 1989 and 
Bay State Games is proud to have dis- 
tributed over $380,000 in scholarship 
funds to deserving Massachusetts 
high school students since its incep- 
tion,’ says Kevin Cummings, Bay State 


Games Executive Director. “Bay State 
Games Scholarship recipients are true 
leaders in the classroom, the commu- 
nity, and on the field of play, and we are 
pleased to be able to recognize their 
outstanding achievements.” 

Candidates must submit their ap- 
plication information online by Oct. 
14. The selection process will begin 
with a review of each student’s appli- 
cation, written recommendations, and 
transcripts. A number of students will 
then be selected for virtual interviews 
which will be conducted the week of 
Nov. 8. At the conclusion of interviews, 
six statewide scholarship winners will 
be announced. 

Additional information on _ the 
scholarship and a link to an applica- 
tion form can be found at www.bay- 
stategames.org/future-leaders-schol- 
arship. 

For questions, email info@baystate- 
games.org or call 781-932-6555. 
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er team in Holyoke 38-7. 

With Agawam’s move to the Suburban 
League, the Knights and Brownies are now 
independent opponents. But Agawam 
showed a much-improved team from last 
year, and were all over Holyoke throughout 
the game. 

Holyoke has been a playoff team each of 
the past few seasons in the old Division 3. 

In this matchup, the Brownies had a 
balanced attack, their defense created a 
few turnovers and several points, and on 
special teams, their kicker Josiah Bass-Col- 
lins even executed a rare high school field 
goal to help Agawam extend its lead. 

Holyoke’s only score came in the first 
half when Quinn Cauley connected with 
Jael Cabrera, who sprinted away for a 
touchdown run and put Holyoke’s on the 
board trailing 14-7. 

But Agawam was able to before half- 
time, extending the lead to 21-7. After a 
turnover, Agawam drove down the field, 
and then Bass-Collins connected on a 32- 
yard field goal to make it 24-7. 


ome 
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Quarterback Griffin Levesque gets ready to lateral the ball. 


PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


The Brownies were able to score early 
in the second half, with the touchdown 
putting the game completely out of reach. 

Agawam’s offense was excellent, with 
Jermaine Norfleet providing a big part of 
it with 214 yards on the ground. He scored 
three of Agawam’s touchdowns on 18 car- 
ries. 

Jaedyn Perez also got in on the action 
with 58 yards on nine carries. He scored 
one touchdown. Quarterback Griffin 
Levesque went 5-for-10 for 101 yards. 
Levesque also had a short run for a touch- 
down. 

On the receiving end, Jauvon Smith had 
two catches for 62 yards. 

Cauley had nine completed passes for 
Holyoke, which had a bit more of a pass- 
ing attack than the Brownies. Cauley went 
9-for-23 for 118 yards and a touchdown. 

Holyoke’s ground game, which had 
been formidable in past years, struggled 
against Agawam. Dylan Lubold had just 
44 yards on four carries. Cabrera had 95 
yards on four catches receiving. 

Agawam improves to 2-0 this season 
while Holyoke dropped to 1-1. 
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Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas? 
Let us know 
how we're 
doing. 


Your opinion is something we 
always want to hear. 

Call or contact us via email 
agawamadvertiser@turley.com. 
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RACING 1 from page 7 


all of us covered, but Id rather be lucky 
than good, Doiron said. “It worked out 
for us. We have never been able to seal the 
deal before here at Star and we finally got 
one. Just the second race on a new car, the 
first one didn’t go so hot for us -- we're still 
working the bugs out?’ 

Kruczek finished second, just short of a 
repeat, as the Bobby Webber Racing driver 
had won the Granite State Pro Stock Series 
event at Star in May. Evan Beaulieu was 
third, posting a solid podium, followed by 
Luke Hinkley and former champion Devin 
O'Connell. 

Kuhn, after spinning late after contact 
with Kruczek, was sixth at the finish, fol- 
lowed by Brown, David Oliver, Josh King 
and Bobby Pelland. The 100-lap feature 
took just under one hour to complete. 
Doiron, Brown and Casey Call won the 
qualifying heat races earlier in the day. 

The next race on the schedule for the 
Granite State Pro Stock Series is a visit to 
Lee USA Speedway for the annual Octo- 
berfest weekend on Sunday, October 3. 

For more information on Star Speed- 
way, visit StarSpeedwayNH.com. For more 
information on the Granite State Pro Stock 


Series, visit gspss.net and follow the series 
on social media for the latest updates. 


RESULTS: 
Granite State Pro Stock Series at Star 
Speedway; September 17, 2021: 


Joey Doiron 
Bryan Kruczek 
Evan Beaulieu 
Luke Hinkley 
Devin O’Connell 
Ryan Kuhn 
Gabe Brown 
David Oliver 
Josh King 

10. Bobby Pelland 
11. Bobby Cabral 
12. Tyler Tomassi 
13. Joey Kendall 
14. Casey Call 

15. Jacob Dore 

16. Rusty Poland 
17. Adam Gray 

18. Charlie Buxton 
19. Ryan Green 

20. Randy Cole 

21. Bobby Baillargeon 
22. Corey Bubar 
23. Bill Helliwell 
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Remember the Common Gold — It’s Back 


SPRINGFIELD - It hasn't been around 
for quite a while, at least a year and a half 
since COVID-19 began. But you can’t forget 
its symptoms - a runny nose, sore throat, 
headache, fever, hacking cough, and an all- 
around general feeling of not being well. 

It’s the common cold, along with other 
viruses, that are once again spreading the 
country after a flu season that was pretty 
much nonexistent. 

Most colds are caused by the rhinovirus, 
while coronaviruses (not COVID-19), RSV 
and parainfluenza also cause colds. Also, 
similar to COVID-19, colds are spread by 
droplets in the air by coughing and sneez- 
ing, and from close personal contact, like 
touching or shaking hands. 

“These viruses never really went away, 
they were still circulating but didn't have 
many hosts to infect because of the same 
precautions that helped to keep COVID-19 
at bay. But now that masks are coming off 
and there is less social distancing, so we are 
opening ourselves up to contact with these 
various ‘bugs’ once again,’ said Dr. Glenn 
F, Alli, director, Primary Care Service Line, 
Baystate Health. 

Another reason for getting sick - weak- 
ened adaptive immunity defenses. 

Adaptive immunity develops when 
a persons immune system responds to 
a foreign substance or microorganism, 
such as after an infection or vaccination. 
Adaptive immunity involves specialized 
immune cells and antibodies that attack 
and destroy foreign invaders and are able 
to prevent disease in the future by remem- 
bering what those substances look like and 
mounting a new immune response. Adap- 
tive immunity may last for a few weeks or 
months or for a long time, sometimes for a 
person's entire life. 

“As in the case of the pandemic, 18 
months without an exposure to a viral re- 


spiratory pathogen may have weakened the 
‘memory’ needed to activate one’s defenses 
against that particular threat,’ said Dr. Alli. 

While there is no cure for the common 
cold - which has been around forever, 
some say since before the 16th century BCE 
when its symptoms were described in the 
Egyptian Ebers papyrus, the oldest existing 
medical text - there are ways to help pre- 
vent infection. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), along with Dr. Alli, rec- 
ommend: 

« Washing your hands often with soap 
and water. Wash them for at least 20 sec- 
onds, and help young children do the same. 
If soap and water are not available, use an 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains 
at least 60% alcohol. Viruses that cause 
colds can stay on your hands, and regular 
handwashing can help protect you from 
getting sick. 


» Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth with unwashed hands. Viruses that 
cause colds can enter your body this way 
and make you sick. 

+ Staying away from people who are sick. 
Sick people can spread viruses that cause 
the common cold through close contact 
with others. 

+ Disinfect frequently touched surfaces, 
including objects such as toys and door- 
knobs. 

While there is a popular belief that vita- 
min C can cure the common cold and zinc 

can shorten its duration, there is con- 
flicting research about their benefits, noted 
Dr. Alli. 

Despite the fact that manufacturers 
of over-the-counter “immunity boosters” 
claim the ingredients in their products — 
vitamin C, Echinacea, and zinc - will sup- 
port immunity and shorten the duration of 
colds and flus, there have been no clinical 


trials to prove their claims. 

“If you do catch a cold, the best advice I 
can offer is to treat the symptoms with pain 
and fever reducing medications, get plenty 
of rest, and drink plenty of fluids,’ said Dr. 
Alli, who noted most colds last anywhere 
from 7 to 10 days. 

Most adults will get 2-3 colds each year, 
while children will have many more ac- 
cording to the CDC. 

“Fortunately it is summer right now 
and most colds occur in the fall and win- 
ter during the colder months when we are 
spending more time indoors among other 
people,’ said Dr. Alli. 

So, if we can land a rover on Mars and 
quickly discover a vaccine for COVID-19, 
why can't we cure the common cold? 

“The common cold is caused by a vari- 
ety of viruses, and rhinovirus that causes 
the majority of it has numerous strains. 
Thus, developing specific antiviral treat- 
ment and an effective vaccine has been 
challenging to protect us against all types 
of viruses and strains,’ said Dr. Armando 
Paez, chief, Infectious Disease Division at 
Baystate Health.. 

While most colds, or even the flu, don’t 
require a visit to the doctor, there are times 
when seeing a doctor is beneficial - es- 
pecially for high-risk individuals such as 
young children, pregnant women, adults 
65 years of age and older, and others with 
chronic medical conditions. 

“A visit to your doctor is recommended 
if your cold last more than two weeks, if you 
are experiencing shortness of breath, chest 
pain, or a fever that persists,’ said Dr. Alli. 

To make an appointment with a prima- 
ry care provider at one of Baystate’s many 
medical practices, click on the locations 
tab, then click on primary care at baystate- 
health.org. 


Governor Baker proclaims Emergency Preparedness Month 


FRAMINGHAM - Governor Charlie 
Baker has proclaimed September 2021 
as Emergency Preparedness Month to 
encourage residents, families, and or- 
ganizations to prepare for emergencies 
and disasters. These efforts are part of 
a month-long National Preparedness 
Month campaign. 

To help make it easier for residents to 
prepare, as part of Emergency Prepared- 
ness Month, the Massachusetts Emergen- 
cy Management Agency is promoting “30 
Days 30 Ways: 30 Days of Preparedness”. 
The initiative breaks down emergency 
preparedness into simple steps residents 
can take in 30 days to be more prepared 
by the end of the month. 

“To protect our families and com- 


munities, it is critical that our residents 
take steps to prepare for emergencies of 
all kinds, and Emergency Preparedness 
Month is an opportunity to do just that,’ 
said Governor Charlie Baker. “Prepared- 
ness can improve public health and safety 
and can help minimize property damage 
and the economic impacts of disasters.” 

Visitors to Mass.gov/Ready can see 
the full list of 30 preparedness steps to 
do in 30 days, view general preparedness 
tips, and learn how to prepare for specific 
threats and hazards. 

“Emergency Preparedness Month is a 
time each year to make ourselves and our 
families better prepared,’ said Lt. Gover- 
nor Karyn Polito. “While MEMA and oth- 
er agencies continue to strengthen our 


state’s preparedness for the next disaster, 
we encourage the Commonwealth's resi- 
dents and businesses to take simple steps 
to prepare before the next emergency.’ 

“Massachusetts faces a variety of haz- 
ards and threats that can cause damage 
and impact residents,” said Acting Public 
Safety and Security Secretary Terrence 
Reidy. “Residents can improve their per- 
sonal preparedness and build communi- 
ty resilience by knowing their risks, tak- 
ing steps to prepare themselves and their 
property, and knowing what to do in an 
emergency.” 

“Even though getting prepared may 
seem overwhelming, it can be simplified 
by breaking it down into smaller, more 
manageable steps, making it affordable, 


and done over time.” said MEMA Depu- 
ty Director Pat Carnevale. “We encour- 
age you to complete one task each day 
throughout the month and you'll be bet- 
ter prepared by the end of the month” 

During September, MEMA and the 
Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health will share information on their 
respective social media accounts about 
emergency preparedness topics includ- 
ing emergency planning, building an 
emergency kit, preparing for disasters, 
youth preparedness, ways to get involved 
in community preparedness, and more. 
The Massachusetts Department of Trans- 
portation will feature signage along high- 
ways to raise awareness of Emergency 
Preparedness Month. 


SECURITY 18 from page 4 


youll get more than your Primary In- 
surance Amount. If you delay claiming 
past your full retirement age, you'll earn 
delayed retirement credits (DRCs) up to 
age 70, at which time your benefit could 
be as much as 29% more than your PIA. 
Of course, you can also claim at any time 
between your FRA and age 70 to get all 
DRCs you've earned to the point you 
claim. 

So, as you can see, the Social Security 
benefit you get will be determined by two 
main things: your 35 year lifetime earn- 
ings history, and the age at which you 
claim. You can’t do much now to change 
your 35-year earnings history short of 
returning to work and having very high 
current earnings, but you can control 
when you claim. And that decision, of 


Community 


ADVE cee 


course, should consider your health and 
your life expectancy, how badly you need 
the money and your marital status. Your 
marital status is important if your spouse 
can collect a spousal benefit from your 
record, or if you are concerned about the 
amount your survivor(s) will receive if 
you die first. 

this article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent le- 
gal or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’ staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Associa- 
tion. NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit amacfoundation.org/pro- 
grams/social-security-advisory or email 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 


Newspaper 


MassBike Hosts Bay State 
Bike Month this September 


STATE - MassBike has joined forces 
with MassCommute to bring statewide 
bicycle programming and challenges to 
celebrate bicycling of all kinds during Bay 
State Bike Month. All month long, bicy- 
cling advocates across the state are cele- 
brating “Rolling Together Again” by host- 
ing bike-friendly events and participating 
in bicycle challenges. A list of events on 
the Bay State Bike Month calendar can be 
found on the Bay State Bike Month web- 
site, www.BayStateBikeMonth.org, and 
everyone is encouraged to add their own 
bikey events. 

The signature event is the MassCom- 
mute Bicycle Challenge happening the 
week of September 19 to 26, where bicy- 
clists across the state are encouraged to 
track their bicycle trips for a chance to win 
daily prizes. Riders can join the challenge 
either through their employer's Trans- 
portation Management Association or 
with MassBike’s “Love to Ride” platform. 
Whether youre taking one trip, or head- 
ing out every day, you'll be entered for a 


chance to win prizes, so visit this page to 
sign up for the 2021 MassCommute Bicy- 
cle Challenge to sign up: https://www.bay- 
statebikemonth.org/2021_mcbce 

Bay State Bike Month is made possible 
by the generous support of our sponsors 
who are committed to helping make Mas- 
sachusetts better for all bicyclists. 

Platinum Sponsors: Biogen, Conine 
Family Foundation. 

Gold Sponsors: Harvard Transporta- 
tion & Parking, Landry’s Bicycles, Puma. 

Silver Sponsors: Alexandria Real Estate, 
City Realty, WS Development. 

Bronze Sponsors: 128 Business Coun- 
cil, Assembly Connect, CiC, Cell Signal- 
ling Technology, Hire a Helper, Inspection 
Support Network, Kittelson & Associates, 
Porch, St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center, 
UMass Transportation Center, Valley Bike. 

Prize Sponsors: Axcelis, Nantucket Bike 
Basket Co., Priority Bicycles. 

Learn more about Bay State Bike Month 
at www.BayStateBikeMonth.org and cele- 
brate bicycling this September. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


RETIREE PAYS CASH 
for stamp collections, 
large or small. 

Will evaluate or buy. 
Questions?? 

Ron (413)896-3324 


FIREWOOD 


A1 SEASONED FIREWOOD Pe- 
turned Phone Calls and Prompt Deliv- 
ery. Quality Product. Call now S & K 
413-267-9402 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $175.00 
Seasoned cut & split $225.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED FIREWOOD cut, split 
& delivered. Within 20 mile radius. 
$240 per cord. 1/2 cord orders accept- 
ed. Call (413)539-8722 


Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv- 
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348- 
4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CEMETERY PLOT One plot at Saint 
Patrick Cemetery, Chicopee $800. For 
info call (413)885-2589 


TAG SALE 


TAG SALE!!! 1 Decorie Dr, Wilbra- 
ham Sept 25th & 26th 9am-3pm 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 


WANTED OLD MOTORCYCLES 
1960s, 1970s any condition. Kawa- 
saki, Honda, Harley, Norton, BMW, 
Triumph etc. Call for cash offer 
(800)220-9683. 

www.wantedoldmotorcycles.com 


eae Ce eres a gs: 
1*******A CALL WE HAUL 

WE TAKE IT ALL 

WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 


10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING 8 refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Buying? 
Selling? 
ke J 


Get Results! 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ' ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


C & C OUTDOOR SERVICES, 
LLC. For all your property improve- 
ment needs. Big or small. Commercial 
or residential. We would like to help! 
Call or Text (413)667-7111 


FALL CLEANUP AND SNOW- 
BLOWING. FAIR PRICES! Call, text, 
or email matthewguertin @charter.net 
(413)266-9975 Fully Insured. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


DEADLINES 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price] 22 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


26 


Base Price 
$27.00 


23 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price] 24 Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$29.00 27 $29.50 28 $30.00 


Quabbin ———— 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair and seeding, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured. 
Serving South Hadley and 
Surrounding Communities. 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 


All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC, #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garages 
cleaned. Light moving. HOT TUBS 
REMOVED. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


SNOWPLOWING 


RESIDENTIAL AND COMMER- 
CIAL Snowplowing/Snowblowing 
Service. Monson, Palmer, Wilbraham, 
Hampden. Call or Text now. Limited 
space available. 413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


a0 ee saa | 32 *“3z200| Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or A&M TUNE-UPS 
the Suburban Residential ZONE Push Lawnmowers, 
spelt 34 tl 35 Bare Files 36 teehee for $26.00 for 20 words plus Riding Mowers and 
, ~ | 50¢ for each additional word. Small Engine Repair. 
Add $10 for a second Zone Work done at your home. 
ba a ea “waB) or aad whic viaivaitren LAVA EnINE WENT 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Call Mike (413) 348-7967 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price ich 
Address: Add a second ZONE __ 10.00 ‘coaches STUMP 
Town: State: Zip: Addathird ZONE “5.000 NY GRINDING 


Quabb 
ay 


Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 
Card #: 


X per week rate = $ 

Q Cash Q Check# 
CVV 

Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


4 MasterCard OVISA (4 Discover 


Exp. Date 


Amount of charge: 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
Www.newspapers.turley.com 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy. Be} wi.) 
413-219-6839 


CNC MACHINE OPERATOR 1-2 
years experience in manufacturing 
setting. Full-time 7:00-3:30 $16/hr. 
$1000 Bonus. Excellent Benefits. Call 
(413)283-8627 


PERSONAL CARE ATTEN- 
DANT needed in Palmer for fe- 


male. Part-time Job. Very good job. 
Call 413-283-2508 


SUBSTITUTES NEEDED THE 
HAMPDEN-WILBRAHAM RSD is 
accepting applications for Substitute 
Teachers $90 daily/$45.35 half-day 
and Substitute Paraprofessionals $75 
daily/$35 half-day. Apply via School 
Spring https://tinyurl.com/y9ko- 
35zs 


The Town of Hampden Highway De- 
partment is seeking to hire a FULL- 
TIME SKILLED WORKER/ 
TRUCK DRIVER POSITION. All 
applicants must possess a valid Class 
BCDL, 2B Hoisting License, OSHA 10 
Certificate of Training, and a copy of 
current driving record. Applicants must 
possess the skills and knowledge nec- 
essary to perform general road and 
grounds maintenance and the ability 
to operate and maintain all associat- 
ed tools and equipment. The ability to 
perform maintenance/repairs on trucks 
and equipment, welding, and the use 
of other garage tools, along with light 
construction and snowplowing experi- 
ence, would be beneficial. Please call 
the Hampden Highway Department at 
(413) 566-8842 to inquire about ap- 
plications. All completed applications 
should be mailed to the Hampden 
Town Hall 625 Main Street, Hampden, 
Ma. 01036 c/o Mark Langone, Highway 
uperintendent. 


} Post your job openings 
j in our classifieds section. 


=2 WE GET RESULTS! 


oo 


Call 1-413-283-8393 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 


an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


1) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Public Notices 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758 

Docket No. HD20P1327EA 
Estate of: 

Phyllis Ann Weinle 
Also known as: 
Phyllis A. Weinle, 
Phyllis Weinle 
Date of Death: 07/22/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 

A Petition for Order 
of Complete Settlement 


has been filed by Melissa 
Micheala Dorman of 
Springfield MA request- 
ing that the court enter a 
formal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account 
and other such relief as may 
be requested in the Petition. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
10/19/2021. 


This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed- 
ing. If you fail to file a time- 
ly written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: September 15, 2021 

Rosemary A Saccomani 

Register of Probate 
09/23/2021 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 
Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


TECHNOLOGY 18 from page 1 


were doing so many more resources online 
and virtual that the number of people we 
support has gone up exponentially towards 
the past where it used to be’ 

He further explained that if it didn’t plug 
into the buildings the department didn't 
support it, whereas now they're supporting 
everyone in the community. 

Aside from the new team members, 
community support and SIS system, there 
are 4,896 devices in the district with these 
numbers being throughout the last aca- 
demic year. These devices include iPad’s, 
Chromebooks, and desktops; 

Woicik said the department supports 
every operating system available making a 
wide variety. Although this number doesn’t 
include devices that aren't used for friary 
education, like special services devices. 

Woicik said the department imple- 
mented a ticketing system for the depart- 
ment to make it more organized when 
helping everyone, and they were able to 
resolve 8,426 tickets during last year. The 
department solved around 700 issues or 
tickets a month last year, Woicik said the 
ticket system has become a ‘backbone’ for 
the department and creates a singular way 
for staff, students, and parents to contact 
the department for help and allowed the 
department to be organized over an entire 
district. He mentioned the district’s 1:1 pro- 
gram where they gave devices to students 
for school and while it was more or less 
thirst upon them, the department was able 
to collect the devices over the summer and 
take a better look at the program. 

During the summer the department 
came up with a device alignment plan 
across Pre-K through to above High School, 
saying some kids are still in the district 
that are above grade 12. Now based on the 
grade, every student in a grade will get the 
same device for school. The teachers will be 
aware of which device is assigned to their 


grade so they know what their students will 
have and they can plan accordingly, and 
putting the schools on a four-year refresh 
cycle which Woicik said was the goal al- 
ready. Meaning a device given in Pre-K will 
last students four years, giving the security 
and having the ability of surviving the next 
four years unlike some of the school’s de- 
vices last year. 

A few things in the school buildings and 
class rooms include 47 security cameras 
and 120 Chromecast projectors, Chrom- 
casts were used last year for teachers to 
stream their Chromebooks to the projec- 
tors wirelessly, then they could display 
their lesson in any room with no hassle. It 
allows teachers to know that their technol- 
ogy will work no matter what room their 
in, the staff are also included in the 1:1 pro- 
gram and have an assigned Chromebook. 
Woicik explained that the other change of 
47 cameras had to do with the gap in secu- 
rity at the elementary schools, all 47 cam- 
eras are located at the elementary schools 
for added areas. 

At other schools, public areas are over- 
looked so they are working with local po- 
lice to give them access to some of the out- 
door cameras for things they may need. 

Woicik said it’s a nice partnership going 
on between the schools and the town. He 
went on to say that there is a plan to find 
funding to expand the camera system to 
Doering School, the Junior High School, 
and the High School. Having this be a plan 
for the next academic year rather than the 
one that just started. With a goal to have a 
nice fluid, connected system rather than a 
few pieces here and there, as Woicik feels 
it is now. Woicik gave many thanks to the 
members of the Technology Department 
for their work work last year and through- 
out the summer, he also thanked those 
who helped to work on the security project; 
showing how connected the Technology 
Department is to each school as well as the 
community. 


COURTHOUSE 1& from page 1 


the courthouse out and ordered they only 
go in the courthouse if absolutely neces- 
sary. The registrar of deeds followed suit, 
and the courthouse was summarily closed 
down by the Trial Court of Massachusetts. 

The Trial Court is now under major 
pressure from stakeholders in the region, 
including legislators now, to build a brand 
new courthouse in Springfield. 

Workers from the courthouse have also 
now filed a lawsuit against the trial court. 
The suit represents numerous clients, and 
Laura Mangini of the law firm Alekman-Di- 
tusa is representing the plaintiffs. 

She attempted to file an injunction 
preventing the courthouse from being re- 
opened after the Trial Court deemed the 
conditions acceptable. The judge, Daniel 
Wrenn, denied the motion due to lack of 
evidence, but did schedule a follow-up 
hearing where more evidence can be pre- 
sented. 

The courthouse originally closed down 
on Aug. 25 and re-opened on Sept. 9. When 
the courthouse first re-opened, there was 
an attempt to handicap its progress when 
Hampden County Sheriff Nick Cocchi re- 
fused to send inmates to the courthouse. 
However, that has resumed. 


According the injunction, air ducts in 
the building have not been properly tested, 
but the Trial Court has stated that 52 de- 
humidifiers are being used and running for 
the next month, and air purifiers are also 
placed throughout the building. 

Legislators have even reached out to 
Gov. Charlie Baker, who does not have the 
authority to force the Trial Court to invest 
in the courthouse. He still sent inspectors, 
who have confirmed how bad the mold is- 
sues are in the building. 

It is possible Baker could issue an emer- 
gency order and condemn the building, but 
he is still awaiting more information from 
the inspectors before considering such an 
action. 

The courthouse has been in poor condi- 
tion for many years, but the weather from 
this summer thrust the air quality issues 
in the building right into the limelight, 
leading to Gulluni’s “evacuation” from the 
building. 

The District Attorney's office is still do- 
ing business every day, utilizing the offices 
in Tower Square nearby for its employees. 

Agawam’s district courts needs are met 
in Westfield, but Agawam like most Hamp- 
den County communities, utilizes the 
Springfield courthouse for juvenile, family 
and probate, and superior court needs. 


SCHOOLS 1 from page 1 


“I'm pleased to report that our district 
was one in 47 educational organizations 
from across the state to be awarded the 
Skills Capital Grant by the Baker Polito Ad- 
ministration,” said Hoffman. “The compet- 
itive grant was awarded to educational in- 
stitutions that demonstrated partnerships 
with local businesses as well as aligned 
curriculum in credentials with industry 
demand. The grant also enables schools, 
colleges, and other educational institutions 
to re-vamp how students learn and how to 
gain critical experience for future employ- 
ment.’ 

Although Hoffman announced the 
grant, she did not go into further detail 
on how it will be applied to the schools, or 
which school it'll go to if it’s only for one. 

At the same Sept. 14 meeting, Hoffman 
said schools opened Tuesday, Sept. 7, for 
grades one through 12 without major in- 
cident. Hoffman thanked Building Mainte- 


nance Director Brian Pagella and his crew 
for their handwork, and amazing job get- 
ting the buildings ready for their openings, 
Hoffman said because of their dedication 
and hard work the buildings are clean and 
prepared for the beginning of the school 
year. 

The inspection of Agawam’s_ eight 
schools took place on Tuesday, Aug. 31. 
They were very positive and all of the 
schools received occupancy permits. 

Hoffman said orientation for Kinder- 
garten and Pre-School students took place 
on Sept. 8, with those students beginning 
school the following day on Sept. 9. Do- 
ering School hosted their back-to-school 
night on Sept. 9 and the High School did 
it’s back to school night on Sept. 15, and all 
four Elementary Schools had their back-to- 
school night the following day on Sept. 16. 
The Junior High School will hold it’s back to 
school night on Thursday, Sept. 23, and the 
Early Childhood Center's will be Thursday, 
Oct. 14. 
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Women-To-Watch holding luncheon Sept. 23 


AGAWAM - The non- profit, Agawam based Women to 
Watch USA Western Mass Chapter will be holding a in-per- 
son luncheon at 141 Main St on the patio ( formally the 
Main St. Deli ) in Agawam on Sept. 23 from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. The public and all members are invited to attend. 
Proper Covid protocol will be observed. 

The luncheon will feature guest speaker Marci Cormier 
owner and founder of Greenbark.( Ms. Cormier was sched- 
uled to speak at the July event but it was cancelled to covid 
restrictions.) 

Greenbark’s mission is to support entrepreneurs’ con- 
tinuous growth by providing customizable, hands-on ad- 
ministrative support that frees small business owners to 
engage with their passions and avoid the mundane tasks 


needed to keep their businesses running. 

Ms. Cormier’s second business is Cormier Coaching 
Collaborative, which also provides business coaching as 
will as lifestyles, parenting and career coaching to indi- 
vidual clients. As a Positive Discipline Facilitator, she also 
assists towards stronger connections between caregivers 
and their families to reduce stress and increase authentici- 
ty and independence in young people. Ms. Cormier resides 
in Easthampton with her son Quinn. 

The luncheon will also hold a raffle for the annual schol- 
arship fund, along with plenty of good food and network- 
ing for all. 

The cost for Women to Watch USA members is $25 and 
$35 for non-members. You can sign up at www.Eventbrite. 


com, under Women to Watch Western Mass Chapter or 
contact us on Facebook or the website. 

Other upcoming events scheduled events open to the 
public include; An “After 5” networking event at Vanished 
Valley Brewing 782 Center St. in Ludlow on Sept. 30 at 5 
p.m. and “Coffee talk” networking event on Oct. 6 at Com- 
mon grounds 2341 Boston Road in Wilbraham at 9 a.m. 

If you are interested in joining as a member of Wom- 
en to Watch USA, Western Mass Chapter or are interested 
in a position on the Board of Directors and serving as a 
chairman for a committee please visit the website at: www. 
women2watchusawestma.com You can also contact any 
member for further info, or find Women to Watch USA 
Western Mass Chapter on Facebook or Instagram. 


Girl Scout event rescheduled, virtual online auction Sept. 10 to 17 


HOLYOKE - Due to concerns over increasing corona- 
virus cases and in consideration of the health and safety 
of guests and staff members, Girl Scouts of Central and 
Western Massachusetts (GSCWM) has postponed the in- 
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augural Green Is the New Black gala to a new date of June 
10, 2022. 

The Green Is the New Black silent auction will go ahead 
virtually for one week beginning on Sept. 10 and conclude 
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Sept. 17. “We have too many fabulous prizes from so many 
generous donors to forgo the silent auction so we've moved 
it online for a week”, said Pattie Hallberg, GSCWM CEO. 

Utilizing the Ready, Set, Go, Auction platform, partic- 
ipants can view and bid on a plethora of exciting items 
and packages all from their home computer or handheld 
device. 

The silent auction features dozens of items includ- 
ing VIP tickets to the Jonas Brothers with Kelsea Baller- 
ini at Xfinity Theatre, one-night stay at the Charles Hotel 
in Cambridge, tickets to see James Taylor or Ringo Starr 
at Tanglewood, Mass MoCA visitor passes, tickets to 
Langston Hughes’ Black Nativity, tickets to A Christmas 
Celtic Sojourn, Boston Harbor Cruises, spa packages, cou- 
ples massages and a year’s supply of Girl Scout Cookies in- 
cluding a case of the new Adventurefuls Girl Scout Cookie. 
View these and more auction items and register to bid at 
https://events.readysetauction.com/girlscoutscentral- 
westernmassachu/gitnb. 

All proceeds benefit Girl Scouts and their continuing 
efforts to provide innovative programs and vital support 
to girls in grades K-12 throughout central and western 
Massachusetts. 

For more information about the auction, event or spon- 
sor opportunities contact Jamie Mahon, jmahon@gscwm. 
org or 413-584-2602 ext.4037. 
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3 Ways to Make Your Life 
Stress Free 


41. No more home maintenance 


2. No more yard work 


3. Move to Southwick Village 


Call us today at 413.331.7504 to schedule an 
in-person or virtual tour. 
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Life Reimagined 


